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The Impacts of ERP on Accounting Activities
Wen-Ying Wang

Abstract: With the function of providing in-time information and effectively
integrating the information across departments, ERP is of great help in supporting
business making efficient decisions. However, ERP also has great influences on
both the activities of accountants and accounting education which is vital to
cultivate talented accountants. Using field study and questionnaire methods, this
study examines the impact of ERP on accounting activities. The purpose of this
study is to collect information about how the contents and focus of accounting
subjects may be changed under the ERP environment. The findings of this paper
are as follows: (1) After introduction of ERP, activities rdated to understanding
ERP modules and business internal operational processes, communication and
coordination, check and adjustment, providing analyses and timely information for
managerial decisions, become more salient. (2) The importance of those
accounting activities do not vary with different ERP software, the contents and
number of modules which accountants should learn about. (3) Among those
important activities, we should put more emphasis on activities related to
analyzing information for managerial decisions, understanding ERP modules and
business internal operational processes.

Key Words: Enterprise resources planning (ERP), Activities of accountants,
Accounting education, Questionnaire method
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